
Color Strategies for Quilters
Color Wheel Cheat Sheet

Warm

Cool

Monochromatic

Analogous Complementary

Square Double Complementary 
(Or Tetradic)

Split Complimentary Triadic
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O
r one color plus a 

neutral background. 
Technically this is a  
M

O
N

O
C

H
RO

M
ATIC

 
C

O
LO

R SC
H

EM
E. But be 

careful because 
som

etim
es these 

becom
e AN

ALO
G

O
U

S

1 COLOR +
O

r tw
o colors plus a 

neutral background. 
O

ften these turn out to 
be C

O
M

PLIM
EN

TARY 
designs based on the 
color w

heel.

THE 2-COLOR QUILT

They’ve already done 
the hard color theory 
w

ork for you.

STICK WITH A DESIGNER
Again, this designer has 
already  done the heavy 
lifting by m

aking the 
color choices in the 
fabric. Your m

ission is just 
to find fabrics that m

atch. 
PULL FROM  

A FOCUS FABRIC

D
on’t forget to use these 

helpful blobs of color 
w

hen you need to find a 
m

atch.

SHOP YOUR SELVAGE
Pulling from

 your stash 
to find a com

bination 
that you love.

THE FABRIC PULL

The m
ore colors used, 

the m
ore they blend 

together like a rainbow
.

THE MORE THE MERRIER
U

SE A M
O

O
D

 BO
ARD

 
TO

 H
ELP YO

U
 FIG

U
RE 

O
U

T IF TH
E C

O
LO

RS 
ARE W

O
RKIN

G
 FO

R 
YO

U

PLAY WITH SWATCHES

THINK “CONTRAST”

Things w
ill pop out at 

you in the photo that 
your eyes w

ill otherw
ise 

m
iss

STUDY PHOTOS

Search for the gradient 
colors in-betw

een your 
chosen colors.

CREATE BLENDS

U
SE A M

O
O

D
 BO

ARD
 

TO
 H

ELP YO
U

 FIG
U

RE 
O

U
T IF TH

E C
O

LO
RS 

ARE W
O

RKIN
G

 FO
R 

YO
U

CHASE RAINBOWS
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